PROPOSED RULE MAKING CR-102 (7/22/01)

(RCW 34.05.320) Do NOT use for expedited
T rule making
Agency: Department of Fish and Wildlife X Original Notice
X Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was filed as WSR 03-02-102; or O iu\;/)\f)éeRmental Notice

] Expedited Rule Making -- Proposed notice was filed as WSR ; or
] Proposal is exempt under RCW 34.05.310(4).

|:| Continuance of WSR

(@) Title of rule: (Describe Subject)

Purpose:
Amend WACs 232-28-272 2003-2004, 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 Black bear and cougar hunting seasons and regulations
and 232-28-248 Special closures and firearm restriction areas.

Other identifying information: none

(b) Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 77.12.047 Statute being implemented: RCW 77.12.047

(c) Summary:

WAC 232-28-272-The recommended changes establish status quo bear seasons for 2003-2005, except all fall bear seasons
close on Nov. 15 annually. In addition, the recommendation includes status quo spring bear seasons and status quo cougar
seasons for 2003-2004, 2004-2005, and 2005-2006.

WAC 232-28-248-The recommended change closes GMUs 524 and 556 to hunting black bear and cougar during permit only
modern firearm elk seasons.

Reasons supporting proposal:
WAC 232-28-272-Biological data support status quo seasons for bear and cougar.

WAC 232-28-248-Interference from cougar and bear hunters impact the quality of the hunting experience for hunters selected
to elk hunt in these units.

(d) Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for: Office Location Telephone
1. Drafting............... Dave Brittell, Assistant Director NRB-Olympia 360.902.2504
2. Implementation.... Dave Brittell, Assistant Director ~ NRB-Olympia 360.902.2504
3. Enforcement.......... Bruce Bjork, Assistant Director NRB-Olympia 360.902.2932

(e) Name of proponent (person or organization): Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission [] Private

L] Public

X Governmental

() Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement and fiscal matters:
None

(g) Is rule necessary because of:

Federal Law? [] Yes Xl No If yes, ATTACH COPY OF TEXT

Federal Court Decision? [] Yes X No Citation:

State Court Decision? ] Yes X No
(h) HEARING LOCATION: Submit written comments to:
Mases L ake Convention Center Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
1475 Nelson Road, Moses L ake, Washington 98837 Attn: Dave Brittell

600 Capitol Way North
Olympia, WA 98501-1091
FAX (360) 902-2162 By (date) 3/25/03

Date: April 11-12, 2003 Time: 8:00 am.

DATE OF INTENDED ADOPTION: April 11, 2003

. e CODE REVISER USE ONLY
Assistance for persons with disabilities:

Contact Susan Y eager by 4/7/03

TDD (360) 902-2207 or (360) 902-2267

NAME (TYPE OR PRINT)

Evan Jacoby

SIGNATURE

TITLE DATE
Rules Coordinator 3/5/03

(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE)




() Short explanation of rule, its purpose, and anticipated effects:

WAC 232-28-272

The rule establishes hunting seasons for black bear and cougar. The purpose of the recommended change is to maximize
recreational hunting opportunities for bear and cougar while maintaining sustainable populations. The anticipated effect of the
recommendation is stable bear populations statewide and declining cougar populations statewide.

WAC 232-28-248
The rule closes specific GMUs to black bear and cougar hunting during permit only modern firearm elk seasons. This change
will reduce hunter density resulting in a better quality hunt.

Does proposal change existing rules? [X] YES LINO If yes, describe changes:

WAC 232-28-272
Provides recreational hunting opportunity for black bear and cougar from 2003-2006, consistent with population objectives for
bear and cougar.

WAC 232-28-248
Closes GMUs 524 and 556 to hunting black bear and cougar during permit only modern firearm elk seasons

(k) Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW?

[] Yes. Attach copy of small business economic impact statement.
A copy of the statement may be obtained by writing to:

telephoning: ( )
faxing: ( )

X No. Explain why no statement was prepared
These rules regulate recreational hunters and do not directly regulate small business.

(I) Does RCW 34.05.328 apply to this rule adoption? [ ] Yes X No
Please explain: Not hydraulics rules.




AVENDATORY SECTION (Arendi ng Order 01-198, filed 9/20/01, effective
10/ 21/ 01)

WAC 232-28-272 ((2000-2001—2001-2002—=and—2002-2003)) 2003-
2004, 2004- 2005, and 2005-2006 Bl ack bear and cougar hunting
seasons and regul ati ons.

Fal| Bl ack Bear Seasons:

2003 Black bear seasons

((Hunt-Name 2000-Season Hunt-Area
General-Eastern Adg—1-Noew5 GMUs121-142, 203-382.- 578, 588
Northeastern Sept-5-New-5 GMUs101-117
574.-601-684
North-Cascades Audg—1-Noew-30 GMUs418-450,-460
West Side Juhy-15-Nov-—12 PLWMAS 401,600
PLWMAS
Longldand Sept—1-Nev—12 Longldand
Hunt-Name 2001 Season Hunt-Area
General-Eastern Adg—1-Nov4 GMUs121-142, 203-382.- 578,588
Northeastern Sept—4-Nev—4 GMUs101-117
574.-601-684
North-Cascades Audg—1-Noev-30 GMUs418-450,-460
West Side Juby-15-Nov-—11 PLWMAS 401,600
PLWMAS
Longldand Sept—1-Nev—11 Longldand
Hunt-Name 2002 Season Hunt-Area
General-Eastern Adg—1-Nov-3 GMUs121-142, 203-382.- 578, 588
Northeastern Sept—3-—Nev—3 GMUs101-117
574.-601-684
North-Cascades Audg—1-Noew-30 GMUs418-450,-460
West Side Juhy-15-Nev-—10 PLWMAS 401,600
PLWMAS
Longldand Sept—1-Nev—10 Longldand))



Black bear management unit
Coasta

Puget Sound
North Cascades

South Cascades
Okanogan

East Cascades
Northeastern

Blue Mountains
Columbia Basin
West Side PLWMAS

Long Isand

2004 Black bear seasons

Black bear management unit
Coasta

Puget Sound
North Cascades

South Cascades
Okanogan

East Cascades
Northeastern

Blue Mountains
Columbia Basin
West Side PLWMAS

Long Island

2005 Black bear seasons

Black bear management unit
Coasta

Puget Sound

North Cascades
South Cascades
Okanogan

East Cascades
Northeastern

Blue Mountains
ColumbiaBasin
West Side PLWMAS

Long Isand

Season Hunt area

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs501, 504, 506, 530, 601, 602, 603, 607-621, 636-
651, 658-663, 672-684

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs407, 410, 454, 624, 627, 633, 652, 666, 667

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs418-450, 460

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs466, 485, 505, 510-520, 524, 550-574, 653, 654

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs 203, 209-243

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs 244-247, 249-251, 328, 329-371, 382, 578, 588

Sept. 2-Nov. 15 GMUs 101-130, 204

Sept. 2-Nov. 15  GMUs 145-154, 162-186

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs 133, 136, 139, 142, 248, 254, 260-290, 371-381

July 15- Nov. 15 PLWMASs 401, 600

Sept. 2-Nov. 15 GMU 699

Season Hunt area

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs501, 504, 506, 530, 601, 602, 603, 607-621, 636-
651, 658-663, 672-684

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs407, 410, 454, 624, 627, 633, 652, 666, 667

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs418-450, 460

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs466, 485, 505, 510-520, 524, 550-574, 653, 654

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs 203, 209-243

Aug. 1-Nov.15 GMUs 244-247, 249-251, 328, 329-371, 382, 578, 588

Sept. 7-Nov. 15 GMUs 101-130, 204

Sept. 7-Nov. 15  GMUs 145-154, 162-186

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs 133, 136, 139, 142, 248, 254, 260-290, 371-381

July 15- Nov. 15 PLWMASs 401, 600

Sept. 7-Nov. 15 GMU 699

Season Hunt area

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs501, 504, 506, 530, 601, 602, 603, 607-621, 636-
651, 658-663, 672-684

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs407, 410, 454, 624, 627, 633, 652, 666, 667

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs418-450, 460

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs466, 485, 505, 510-520, 524, 550-574, 653, 654

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs 203, 209-243

Aug. 1-Nov.15 GMUs 244-247, 249-251, 328, 329-371, 382, 578, 588

Sept. 6-Nov. 15 GMUs 101-130, 204

Sept. 6-Nov. 15  GMUs 145-154, 162-186

Aug.1-Nov.15 GMUs 133, 136, 139, 142, 248, 254, 260-290, 371-381

July 15- Nov. 15 PLWMASs 401, 600

Sept. 6-Nov. 15 GMU 699

((u . : . . . . .
) Li-cense—Requi-red A—vali-d b'g gane “H“E'“g I!eense whi-ch
hel-udes biaek bear—as—a-speei-es—opti-on |s_|equ||ed £0 “H“E .
blaeklbea! ?ne blaeklbea: E'?PSpf'f tag—s '“eIHQEG ”'E“ a.blg
secondblackbeartransport—tag rnust—be purchasedtotakea

second—bear))
Bag Limt:

Two (2) black bear

per annual

hunti ng season only

one of which may be taken in Eastern Washi ngton.



upper—faw-))
SPRING PERMIT BLACK BEAR SEASONS:

Permt quotas for each |license year

Hunt Nane Permt Hunt Boundary Permt Level
Bl ue Creek GW 154 15
Dayt on GW 162 15
Tucannon GW 166 10
Wenaha GW 169 30
M. View GW 172 15
Li ck Creek GW 175 15
G ande Ronde GW 186 5

VWho May Apply: Anyone with a valid Washington big gane |icense,
whi ch incl udes bl ack bear.

Bag Limt: One (1) black bear per black bear special permt
season.

Permt Season: April 15 — May 31. Permts are valid for the
|icense year they are issued.

REQUI REMENTS FOR SPRI NG AND FALL BLACK BEAR SEASONS

Li cense Required: A valid big gane hunting |license, which

i ncl udes bl ack bear as a species option, is required to hunt

bl ack bear. One black bear transport tag is included with a big
gane hunting license that has bl ack bear as a species option. A
second bl ack bear transport tag nust be purchased to take a
second bear.

Hunting Method: Hunters may use any |awful big gane nodern
firearm archery, or nuzzl el oader equi pnent for hunting bl ack
bear. The use of hounds and bait to hunt black bear is
prohi bi ted statew de

Subm tting Bear Teeth: Successful bear hunters nust submt the
bl ack bear prenolar tooth | ocated behind the canine tooth of the
upper jaw.

COUGAR ( (Seaseon)) SEASONS:



((General Statew de Season:
Aug.—1— 2001 Nar— 152002 and
Aug—21,—2002 - Mar—15,-2003.))

Seasons for each license year, 2003-2005

Cougar management unit Season Hunt area

Coasta Aug. 1—Mar. 15 501, 504, 506, 530, 601-621, 636-651, 658-663, 672-684,
699

Puget Sound Aug.1—Mar. 15 407, 410, 454, 624-633, 652, 666

North Cascades Aug.1—Mar. 15 418, 426, 437, 448, 450, 460, 466, 485

South Cascades Aug.1-—Mar. 15 505, 510-520, 524, 550-574, 653, 654, 667

East Cascades North Aug.1—Mar. 15 203, 209-247, 249-251, 328, 329, 334-340

East Cascades South Aug. 1 —Mar. 15 342-368, 382, 578, 588

Northeastern Aug. 1—Mar. 15 101-130, 204

Blue Mountains Aug. 1 —Mar. 15 145-186

Columbia Basin Aug. 1—Mar. 15 133-142, 248, 254-290, 330, 371, 372, 381

REQUI REMENTS FOR COUGAR SEASONS

Li cense Required: A valid big gane hunting |icense which
i ncl udes cougar as a species option is required to hunt cougar.

Bag Limt: Two (2) cougar per |license year excluding public
safety cougar renovals. It is unlawful to kill or possess
spotted cougar kittens or adult cougars acconpani ed by spotted
kittens.

Tag Information: One cougar transport tag is included with a
big gane |icense that has cougar as a species option. A second
cougar transport tag nust be purchased to take a second cougar.

Hunting Method: Hunters may use any |awful big gane nodern
firearm archery, or nuzzl el oader equi pnent for hunting cougar.
The use of hounds to hunt cougar is prohibited except during a
public safety cougar renoval

Cougar Pelt Sealing: Any person who takes a cougar nust notify

the departnent within 72 hours of kill (excluding |egal state
hol i days) and provide the hunter's nane, date and | ocation of
kill, and sex of animal. The raw pelt of a cougar nust be

seal ed by an authorized departnent enployee wthin five days of
the notification of kill. Any person who takes a cougar nust
present the cougar skull, in such a manner that teeth and

bi ol ogi cal sanples can be extracted, to an authorized depart nent
enpl oyee at the tine of sealing.



Amendatory Section (Order 02-98, filed 5/10/02, effective
6/ 10/ 02)

WAC 232-28-248 Special closures and firearmrestriction areas.
RESTRI CTED AND PROHI Bl TED HUNTI NG AREAS.

These areas are closed by Fish and WIldlife Conm ssion action.
Q her areas may be closed to hunting by |ocal, state or federal
regul ati ons.

IT IS ILLEGAL TO HUNT EXCEPT WHERE PROVI DED | N THE FOLLOW NG AREAS!.

1. Little Pend Oeille National WIldlife Refuge: The southern
part of the Little Pend Oeille National WIldlife Refuge in
Stevens County is closed to hunting and di scharge of
firearns except during the periods of April 15-May 15 and
Cct ober 1-Decenber 31. This closure is south of a boundary
begi nning at the west project boundary in Section 3,
Township 34 N, R 40 EWM then easterly along Road 1.0 (Bear
Creek Road) to the intersection with Road 2.0 (Bl acktai
Mountain Road) in Section 2, then easterly along Road 2.0
to the easterly boundary in Section 8, Township 34 N, R 42
EVW

The Little Pend Oeille National WIldlife Refuge north of
t he precedi ng boundary is open to all legally established
hunti ng seasons from April 15 to May 15 and Sept enber

t hrough Decenber.

2. Par ker Lake: All |ands south of Ruby Creek Road (USFS Road
2489), north of Tacoma Creek Road (USFS Road 2389) and west
of Bonneville Power Adm nistration power |lines are
designated as "CLOSED AREA" to the hunting of wld animls and
wld birds year round. Both the Little Pend Oeille (1)
and Parker Lake (2) closures were established to provide a
protected area for the Air Force MIlitary Survival Training
Pr ogr am

3. Colunmbia River and all the islands in the river, and the
Bent on County shoreline below the high water mark, and any
peni nsul a originating on the Benton County shoreline,
between Vernita Bridge (H ghway 24) downstreamto the old
Hanford townsite powerline crossing (wooden towers) in
Section 24, T 13 N, R 27 E, is designated as a "CLOSED AREA"
to the hunting of wld animals and wild birds.

4. Green River (GW 485): Except for special permt hunters,
who may al so take a bl ack bear and/or cougar with the
appropriate license/tag options, all lands within GV 485

7



are designated as a "CLOSED AREA" to the hunting of big gane
by Departnment of Fish and Wldlife regulated hunters

t hroughout the year. During the general westside elk
season and general and | ate deer seasons, all lands within
GWJ 485 are al so designated as a "CLOSED AREA" to the hunting
of all wild animals (including wild birds). The Cty of
Tacoma enforces trespass within GW 485 on | ands owned or
controlled by the Gty during all tines of the year.

McNeil Island: MNeil Island (part of GWJ 652) is closed
to the hunting of all wild animals (including wild birds)
year around.

Loo-wit (GW 522): dCdosed to hunting and trapping wthin
GW 522 (Loo-wit).

The Voi ce of America Dungeness Recreation Area County Park
in Callam County is closed to all hunting except
Wednesdays, weekends, and holidays, fromthe first weekend
in Cctober to the end of January.

Bl G GAME CLOSURES

1

Clark, Cowitz, Pacific, and Wahki akum counti es are cl osed
to Col unbian Waitetail Deer hunting.

Cathl amet: Beginning in the town of Skanokawa; then east
along SR 4 to the R sk Road; then south and east al ong the
Ri sk Road to Foster Road; then south al ong the Foster Road
to the El ochoman River; then upstream al ong the El ochoman
River to the El ochoman Valley Road (old SR 407); then west
al ong the El ochoman Valley Road to SR 4; then east along SR
4 to SR 409; then south along SR 409 to the Cathl anet
Channel of the Colunbia River; then east along the north
shore of the Cathlanet Channel to Cape Horn; then south in
the Colunbia River to the state |line; then west along the
state line to a point directly south of the nouth of
Skanokawa Creek; then north on Skanokawa Creek to SR 4 and
the point of beginning. This area is closed to all deer
and el k hunting, to protect the Col unbian Wiitetail Deer.

Wl lapa National WIldlife Refuge: Except for Long Island,
Wl apa National WIldlife Refuge is closed to all big gane
hunti ng.

Walla Wlla M1l Creek Watershed (GW 157): Al lands in
the M1l Creek Watershed are designated as a "CLOSED AREA" toO
the hunting of all wild animals (including wild birds)
except for holders of special elk permts during the

est abl i shed open season. This area is closed to notorized
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vehicles. Entry is allowed only by Forest Service permt
for the duration of the hunt. Any entry into the MII
Creek Watershed at other tines is prohibited.

5. Westport: Cosed to hunting of all big ganme animals on
that part of Westport Peninsula |ying north of State
H ghway 105 fromthe west end of the Elk R ver Bridge and
the Schafer Island Road to the ocean beach.

6. GMJs 524 and 556 are closed to bl ack bear and cougar
hunting during permit only nodern firearmel k seasons.

FI REARM RESTRI CTlI ON AREAS

The firearmrestriction areas |isted bel ow have been established
by the Fish and Wldlife Comm ssion. Centerfire and rinfire
rifles are not legal for hunting in these areas.

In firearmrestriction areas, hunters may hunt only during the
season allowed by their tag. Archery tag hol ders may hunt
during archery seasons with archery equi pnment. Mizzl el oaders
may hunt during nuzzl el oader seasons with nuzzl el oader equi pnent
except in the GW 652 restriction area outlined for King County.
Modern firearmtag hol ders may hunt during nodern firearm
seasons with bows and arrows, nuzzl el oaders or revol ver-type
handguns neeting the equi pnment restrictions or |egal shotguns
firing slugs or buckshot.

COUNTY AREA
Clallam That portion of GMU 624 (Coyle) located within Clallam County.
Clark GMU 564 (Battleground)

Cowlitz GMU 554 (Yale)

GMU 504 (Stella)
That portion of GMU 564 (Battleground) in Cowlitz County.
Grays Harbor That portion of GMU 658 (North River) beginning at Bay City;
then west along Highway 105 to Twin Harbors State Park; then
south along Highway 105 to Grayland Grocery; then east on
Cranberry Road to Turkey Road; then east and north on Turkey
Road to Bayview Logging Road; then north and east along
Bayview Logging Road to Mallard Slough; then east and south
along the Bayview Road to Andrews Creek; then north along main
channel of Andrews Creek to Grays Harbor; then north and west
along the main navigation channel to Bay City and point of
beginning.
The Chehalis Valley restriction applies only during elk seasons:

That portion of GMU 660 (Minot Peak) described as follows:
Beainnina at Hiohwav 12 and Hiaohwav 107 iunction near



Island

Jefferson

King

Kitsap

Kittitas
Mason

Pacific

Pierce

Snohomish
Skagit
Thurston

Whatcom

Beginning at Highway 12 and Highway 107 junction near

M ontesano; east and south on Highway 12 to Oakville; south on
the Oakville-Brooklyn Road to a point one mile west of South
Bank Road; northwest along a line one mile southwest of the South
Bank Road to Delzene Road; north along Delzene Road to South
Bank Road; northwest along South Bank Road to Wakefield Road;
north on Wakefield Road to the Chehalis River; west along the
Chehalis River to Highway 107 bridge; north on Highway 107 to
Highway 12 to the point of beginning.

That portion of GMU 410 (Island) located on Camano and
Whidbey islands.

Indian and Marrowstone islands.

The area west of Highway 203 (Monroe-Fall City, Fall City-
Preston Road) to Interstate 90 (1-90), 1-90 to Highway 18, Highway
18 to Interstate 5 (1-5), 1-5 to the Pierce-King County line; Vashon
and Maury islands.

The following portion of GMU 652 (Puyallup): Beginning at the
intersection of State Highway 410 and the southeast Mud
Mountain Dam Road near the King/Pierce County line north of
Buckley; then east along the southeast Mud Mountain Road to
284th Avenue Southeast; then north along 284th Avenue Southeast
to State Highway 410; then west along Highway 410 to the point of
the beginning. (Thisrestriction includes high power rifles and
muzzlel oaders.)

East of State Highway 16 originating at the Tacoma Narrows
Bridge to Gorst, and east of Highway 3 to Newbury Hill Road,
north of Newbury Hill Road and the Bremerton-Seabeck Highway
to Big Beef Creek Bridge; all of Bainbridge Island, and Bangor
Military Reservation.

GMU 334 (Ellensburg) Closed to high power rifles during deer and
elk seasons.

GMU 633 (Mason Lake) south of Hammersley Inlet; and all of
Harstene Island.

GMU 684 (Long Beach) west of Sand Ridge Road. The portion of
GMU 658 (North River) south and west of State Highway 105 and
Airport Road between Raymond and North River Bridge. GMU
681 between U.S. Highway 101, Chinook Valley Road and the
Columbia River from Astoria-Megler bridge to the Wallacut River.
GMU 652 (Anderson and Ketron islands) limited to archery,
shotgun, and muzzleloader. McNeil 1sland closed to hunting.

See GMU 652 restriction area outlined for King County.

GMU 627 (Kitsap) south of Highway 302 on the Longbranch
Peninsulais afirearm restriction area.
West of Highway 9.

Guemes Idland and March Point north of State Highway 20.

GMU 666 (Deschutes) north of U.S. Highway 101 and Interstate 5
between Oyster Bay and the mouth of the Nisqually River.
Areawest of I-5 and north of Bellingham city limits including
Lummi Island and Point Roberts.
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